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rails against. When the Governor of 
California had a chance to step forward 
and solve this problem, he went on Jay 
Leno. What is next, a Letterman ap-
pearance with stupid gubernatorial 
tricks? 

We have got real problems. Let us 
solve the problem. We can all yell and 
scream. 

f 

TIME TO SIGN ENERGY 
DISCHARGE PETITION 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the 
last speaker certainly makes a good 
case for wind power. 

There is an opportunity today for 
Members to sign the discharge petition 
to return this country to cost-based 
power, not power determined by goug-
ers in the energy industry. We have 
seen on the west coast 400 percent prof-
it for Texas companies selling energy. 
Now, 400 percent profit is a little bit 
over the top. Most of us who believe in 
the free enterprise system think that 
maybe 10 or 20 percent is not too bad. 
But they want unlimited ability. 

Mr. Speaker, the oil dynasty of Che-
ney and Bush and Evans have selected 
the people to run the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission. Whenever you 
hear anybody say FERC, they are talk-
ing about people appointed by the Bush 
people to control and allow the indus-
try to actually not control the energy 
industry. 

Now, you would say it is a west coast 
problem, that it is always Democrats. 
New York is doing it now, and they are 
fearful of what it is going to be without 
cost-based power. It is time to sign the 
discharge petition. 

f 

CONTROLLING THE ENERGY 
CRISIS 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, no one 
doubts and no one questions that we 
need a balanced, comprehensive re-
sponsible energy policy in this Nation. 
By importing nearly 60 percent of our 
domestic oil from foreign countries, we 
are leaving our Nation’s security vul-
nerable to the whims of these import-
ing countries. 

We must increase the supply of do-
mestic energy and promote conserva-
tion as a form of safe and reliable 
power, while at the same time pro-
moting a clean and healthy environ-
ment. 

Along with conservation efforts, 
technological advancements will allow 
us to meet our energy needs for dec-
ades, even centuries to come. New 
technologies, like gasoline-electric hy-

brid cars, clean coal, hydrogen fuel, 
second-generation geothermal, and 
other such innovations will allow us to 
avoid problems like those in California, 
while ensuring a clean environment as 
our legacy for our children. 

Mr. Speaker, California’s fast-paced 
society is not capable of supporting 
itself through energy shortages and 
rolling blackouts. Neither is the rest of 
the country. However, since Governor 
Gray Davis has been showing more in-
terest in his political consultants rath-
er than his constituents, the crisis in 
his homeland has begun spreading like 
a catastrophe and has put the Nation 
on the brink of engulfing other States. 
It is time to take action now. 

f 

SUPPORT THE BIPARTISAN 
PATIENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, let 
us get down to basics. Some health 
plans systematically obstruct, delay 
and deny care. Some health plans pro-
vide excuses instead of coverage. The 
bipartisan Patients’ Bill of Rights has 
enough teeth in it to deter health plans 
from cheating their enrollees and 
enough definition in it to protect 
health plans and employers from frivo-
lous lawsuits. 

Yesterday, my Republican col-
leagues, the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. FLETCHER), the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. TAUZIN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMAS), 
introduced legislation endorsed by 
President Bush and written by the 
largest insurance companies in the 
country. It does not give enrollees the 
right to sue. The language is drafted so 
that the right to sue cannot actually 
be exercised. 

The Republican bill is a sham. I ask 
President Bush to work with us to put 
insurance interests aside, to put cam-
paign contributions from insurance in-
terests aside, to work with us in the bi-
partisan Patients’ Bill of Rights. That 
is the bill that protects patients. That 
is the bill that restores the patient- 
physician relationship. 

f 

SUPPORT PRESIDENT’S SOUND 
ENERGY PLAN 

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
President Bush has outlined what I 
think is a sound energy policy that is 
both forward thinking and sensible, but 
opponents of his plan sound like a bro-
ken record, accusing the President of 
being anti-environment. 

The assertion that we must choose 
between sound energy policy and 

healthy environment is simply not 
true. As an example, we need to look 
no further than the clean air standards 
set up in the early nineties. Regula-
tions for fuel resulted in refineries 
using additives that produced clean air, 
but polluted the groundwater. That is, 
until the development of ethanol. 

Ethanol is a biofuel that is produced 
from corn and grain sorghum. It pro-
tects our quality of air by reducing 
tailpipe emissions and greenhouse 
emissions. And as an added bonus, eth-
anol can provide help for our economy, 
especially our American farmers, and 
not for OPEC. I, for one, would rather 
depend upon the good graces of a Kan-
sas farmer than foreign oil producers. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the President’s sound energy 
policy. 

f 

REDUCING SUPPLY TO INCREASE 
PRICES 

(Mr. TIERNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, people 
this morning have been talking about 
the energy situation, and I think it is 
important to talk calmly for a moment 
about some of the things that have 
been happening. 

I happen to be a member of the Sub-
committee on Energy of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform, and we 
have had hearings with the American 
Petroleum Institute and others from 
the industry testifying before us. Also, 
Senator WYDEN in the Senate has 
taken testimony on this matter. 

It is important for the American peo-
ple to know that there is strong evi-
dence that the industry acted to make 
sure that they reduced supply so that 
they could raise costs. Senator WYDEN 
had thick documents, which I have just 
put on record in our committee hear-
ing, showing over the last decade of the 
nineties there was too much refinery 
backlog for the companies, so they 
acted, or at least indicated they were 
going to act, to make sure that those 
refineries shrunk. Over 50 of them have 
closed. 

Therefore, we did not have the kind 
of supply that we needed; and of 
course, that drove up demand and 
drove up price. Now that that is up 
there, the companies will tell you the 
reason we do not have enough fuel at 
reasonable prices is because we do not 
have enough refineries. 

Now they are looking for the triple 
play. Instead of producing more and 
getting that in the pipeline and having 
more refineries, they now want to do 
away with environmental regulations. 
This is not something we should allow 
to happen. We should keep our eye on 
that industry and make sure we get 
something done for the consumer. 
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